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IN REMEMBERANCE… 

As many of you have already heard, long-time member Robert Upton passed away 
on Aug. 11th. Robert and his wife Ellen moved from El Paso to Portland OR some 
time ago, but they always kept in touch when back in town. Robert died peacefully, 
with Ellen and other loved ones at his side. During our yearly trip to Camp 
Thunderbird in the New Mexico Gila Wilderness, several of our members took the 
opportunity to scatter the ashes of our long-time member Jonny Crane, who passed 
earlier this year. Jonny, who was also formerly married to Robert Upton, was central 
to the history (and future) of our community, not least through her generous 
contributions that enabled UUCEP to buy the Crane House, which hopefully will 
become the Crane Neighborhood House. 
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of UUCEP member and beloved 
friend Charley Land. Charley died August 17th at his home, suddenly and without 
warning. Kamala appreciate everyone's condolences but is not receiving visits at this time. 
Charley's son Lee is with her.  
 

We will hold a memorial service at UUCEP this Sunday, Aug. 23rd, at 1:30. It will be a 
potluck, so please bring food to share. 

 

In lieu of flowers, Kamala asks that people commemorate Charley's life with a donation to 
their favorite charity, or just with a good deed or a gift for a stranger or loved one. 

Rest in Peace, Charley, you were well loved and will be much missed. 
 

We remember our elders and all they gave to our beloved 

community. Their legacy endures in the young people they 

influenced and the material and spiritual gifts they left us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rest in peace, 

 Jonny, Robert & Charley 
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Sunday Services 
Service begins at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
 

AUGUST 23RD  
 

Everybody Eats:  Feeding Body and Soul at the Mustard Seed 
 

Chef Roman Wilcox will speak about his experiences at the Mustard Seed Café and what inspires him 
to feed the community on a physical and spiritual level. 

 

AUGUST 30TH  
 

How Do Some People's Lives Get So Messed Up? 
 

Special request service from the Service Auction by Janet Kincaid.  Presented by Aurolyn Luykx 
 

       
 

SEPTEMBER 6TH  
 

Ingathering/Water Communion Service 
 

Please join us as Reverend Anne Principe leads our annual Ingathering/Water Communion service.  
Please bring water from your travels over the past year so that they may be joined and mingle with the 

waters from previous services and the waters from the community this year. 
 

SEPTEMBER 13TH  
 

From the Pagan Point of View -  On How Pagans See the World 
 

Special request service from the Service Auction by Kaay Miller and Greg & Robin Witzky.  
Presented by Reverend Anne Principe. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
    

     Hello everyone! We welcome 

back our NUUsletter after a long 

hiatus – many thanks to Tina 

Priester for picking up the baton 

and running with it! 

Board News: This is my first 

column as President of the UUCEP 

Board of Trustees. To catch up 

those of you who have been “out 

of the loop” for a while – our 

Board saw a lot of turnover since 

last spring, and when the dust 

settled, I found myself in the 

President’s seat. Although I did 

not seek this office, I’m happy to 

be able to serve until we hold our 

regular elections in December. 

Currently, our board consists of 

myself, Pat White (Treasurer), 

Kathy Anderson (Secretary), 

Melanie Treviño (a long-time 

member, married to Garland 

Greene) and Vern Friday (one of 

our newer members, along with 

his wife Yvette Friday). Last year 

we eliminated the “at-large” 

positions from the board, 

reducing our number from seven 

trustees to five. Our thanks to 

Kathy, Melanie and Vern who 

have stepped up to fill the gaps 

in our congregational leadership.  

Members will have a chance 

to confirm the new trustees at our 

next congregational meeting in 

September, and all board 

positions (except for Past 

President) will be open for new 

nominations in December. If you 

have ideas about the directions 

you’d like to see UUCEP take, 

please consider joining the 

board! You can talk to any 

members of the UUCEP 

nominating committee (Janine 

Peters, John Pearson, Felicia 

Priester, or Phyllis Petersen).  

Ministry News:  At our 

Quarterly Meeting in June, the 

congregation voted by a 2/3 

majority to renew Rev. Anne 

Principe’s contract to serve as our 

consulting minister for another 

year. That is a solid majority, and 

Rev. Anne values the trust and 

confidence that vote represents. 

At the same time, it was not the 

overwhelming consensus that we 

would like to see around such an 

important decision. Since that 

time, the Board and Rev. Principe 

worked to develop a shared 

vision of what her ministry would 

entail, with the understanding 

that our respective visions need 

not be identical, but there must 

be enough overlap for us to work 

collectively toward our goals. In 

the end, we were unable to 

reach consensus, and so Rev. 

Anne has opted not to seek 

renewal of her contract. She has 

expressed her deep gratitude at 

being able to share our journey of 

the past year, and wishes us well 

in our future endeavors. She 

planted the seeds of many of 

those endeavors, so we will also 

remember her contributions with 

gratitude as we bring those plans 

to fruition. 

Congregational News: With all 

the urgent matters on our plate, 

the next few months promise to 

be busy and challenging. The 

two “social responsibility” grants 

that we submitted to the UU 

Funding Program were both 

approved (special thanks to Chris 

Ward, Joy Myers, Sonia Wyatt, 

and Anne Principe for their work 

on that!), which means we will 

soon receive $4000 toward some 

important and ambitious projects. 

Central among these is preparing 

the groundwork for the proposed 

“Crane Neighborhood House,” 

which would transform our 

(currently underutilized) Crane 

House property into a 

neighborhood resource center. 

To do this, we will need to do a 

needs assessment and outreach 

in our neighborhood, and also 

engage our entire congregation 

in anti-racism/anti-oppression 

training. This training is a 

requirement of our receiving the 

grant funds, so we will be 

counting on everyone to help 

make this vision a reality. 

Since cutting our formal 

institutional ties with the Veterans 

Food Pantry, we have shifted 

energies toward a similar initiative 

that would serve only our 79930 

zip code, but would not be 

limited to veterans.  We will kick 

off this effort by hosting a Mobile  
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President’s Message Continued: 

 

Food Pantry in September, and 

hopefully establish a permanent 

food pantry at UUCEP soon 

thereafter. If you would like be 

involved with this valuable work, 

please contact Oscar Morales – 

and if you aren’t able to be 

involved directly, please thank 

Oscar for his dedication to the 

most vulnerable residents of our 

border city. 

I am currently reading two 

short books that offer important 

insights for the future of our 

community: Daniel Hunter’s 

Building a Movement to End the 

New Jim Crow: An Organizing 

Guide builds on Michelle 

Alexander’s best-selling book The 

New Jim Crow: Mass 

Incarceration in the Age of Color 

Blindness (which has become a 

permanent part of my teaching 

at UTEP). It is a practical and 

inspiring guide to organizing 

against racism and mass 

incarceration, and will surely be 

useful as we embark upon our 

congregation’s anti-racism/anti-

oppression training. Many of us 

are reflecting on how we might 

best engage the growing Black 

Lives Matter movement, as 

individuals and as a 

congregation. Interested parties 

should check out the Facebook 

group “UUs Resisting New Jim 

Crow and Mass Incarceration” 

(https://www.facebook.com/gro

ups/uusresistingnewjimcrow/) --  a 

vibrant group of friendly and 

committed UUs of all racial 

backgrounds. I’ve learned a lot 

there in recent months and hope 

you will choose to as well.  

The other book is A Time to 

Heal: Protecting Children and 

Ministering to Sex Offenders, by 

the Rev. Debra W. Haffner. I really 

wish I had encountered this book 

a year ago – it would have been 

so helpful as we struggled to 

balance “the reality of 

forgiveness… the imperative of 

hospitality… and the responsibility 

of the faith community to keep all 

participants safe.” Of course, that 

struggle is ongoing, so this slim 

volume is as timely as ever. 

Another great resources is last 

December’s issue of the UUWorld, 

which features several articles on 

sexual misconduct in 

congregations, and 

recommendations for policies 

and procedures. You can access 

it at: 

http://www.uuworld.org/issues/wi

nter2014.shtml 

As Board President and an 

active member of our UUCEP 

Prison Ministry at La Tuna FCI, I 

would like to Rev. Haffner’s book 

required reading for board 

members, and I hope many other 

congregants will read either or 

both books too. We will make 

copies available in our church 

library as soon as possible. 

http://www.uuworld.org/issues/wi

nter2014.shtml 

Several new folks have 

applied for membership since last 

spring, and we hope to publicly 

celebrate their new commitment 

to our community very soon. On 

the down side, we have lost 

some members, due to recent 

controversies and differing 

opinions over how best to minister 

to the diversity of groups we 

serve. My hunch is that if Rev. 

Anne’s contract is renewed, or if 

it is not renewed, we may lose a 

few more people and gain a few 

others. Whatever your individual 

position on the challenges we 

have faced and continue to 

face as a congregation, I urge 

you to “stay at the table” and 

remain part of the conversation. 

Like any big family, we are often 

fractious and don’t always agree; 

and like any big family, we find 

joy in those moments when we 

can set disagreements aside and 

just enjoy each other’s company. 

I look forward to working, 

learning, and playing with you all 

as well embark on another year. 

Peace, 

Aurolyn Luykx 

President,  

UUCEP Board of Trustees 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/uusresistingnewjimcrow/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/uusresistingnewjimcrow/
http://www.uuworld.org/issues/winter2014.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/issues/winter2014.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/issues/winter2014.shtml
http://www.uuworld.org/issues/winter2014.shtml
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UUCEP COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

                                              

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE WANTS YOU! 

The Nominating Committee is looking for people to fill Church 
leadership positions for 2016.  If you are willing and able to be on the 
Board of Trustees or serve as a Committee chair, please contact a member 
of the Nominating Committee:  
Janine Peters 487-8540 nenepeters@aol.com   
John Pearson 262-9090, jpears_qc@yahoo.com  
Phyllis Petersen 533-7993, phypet@yahoo.com  
Felicia Priester 252-7046, feliciamiya@aol.com  

 

  

 

Please pay your pledges! 

 

mailto:nenepeters@aol.com
mailto:jpears_qc@yahoo.com
mailto:phypet@yahoo.com
mailto:feliciamiya@aol.com
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CYRE                 NEWS 

The end of summer is drawing near, and school will begin soon or has already begun for 

many of our homeschoolers and SISD kiddos.  Thus, we would like to say good-bye to 

summer properly with a fun day of activities at Memorial Park. 

We will have badminton, bocci ball, team races, and peace flag painting (handkerchiefs) 

that will be strung in the Crane House.  We'll serve hot dogs, sodas and goodies for all who 

attend. Just meet up at the church on Sunday, August 23rd. by 10:30. We'll return to the 

church by 1:00 pm. For those who would like to go swimming at the pool, (which opens at 

2:30 pm) We have adult volunteers who will stay with any of the kiddos who want to swim 

until 4:00 pm.  (cost is paid by UUCEP) Just bring your towel and swimsuit! 

See you Sunday, 

Janet Kincaid 

 

Pagan Spirituality Group 
Next meeting:  August 23, 2015 

Gathering time: 5:45 p.m. 
Meeting begins at 6:15 p.m. 

 
Our next meeting is a Council Meeting.  We will be 

discussing the upcoming schedule to include Sabbats, 
Sunday services, workshops and of course if we will hold 

the 7th Annual Witches’ Ball. 
 

All are welcome to join in the discussion.  All are 
welcome at all meetings. 

 

*There will be no childcare at this event & it is a potluck. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Lauren Emerick  9/1 
Jaxson Priester  9/1 
Harley Alcala  9/5 
John Wayne  9/5 
Gloria Pena  9/14 
Kamala Land  9/17 
Felicia Priester  9/20 

 

Please make sure that the office has updated information about you and your family (if applicable).  This helps to make 

sure we can celebrate everyone’s birthdays from the UUCEP community. 
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Where you can find us on social media: 

Our website:    WWW.UUELPASO.ORG 

On Facebook:  www.facebook.com/UnitarianUniversalistCommunityOfElPaso  

On Twitter:      https://twitter.com/UU_El_Paso  

Via email:        uucep@uuelpaso.org  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST COMMUNITY OF EL PASO 

4425 Byron Street 

El Paso, TX  79930 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your information is up to date with the office manager. 

http://www.uuelpaso.org/
http://www.facebook.com/UnitarianUniversalistCommunityOfElPaso
https://twitter.com/UU_El_Paso
mailto:uucep@uuelpaso.org

